
 

 

 

 

Our Mission: To change the way America eats meat 

We always embrace three important principles: 

Taste. Strive to make the best tasting products with no shortcuts and only natural ingredients. 

Truth. Conduct our farming practices with integrity and treat our animals and land with respect. 

Trust. Tell all of our story. Provide transparency into our industry and to our consumers. 

 

When you pick up an Applegate Farms product, you can be 

assured that... 

 Our animals are never given antibiotics. Healthy animals don’t need medicine. Instead, 

we give them space, fresh air, and a healthy diet, which we’re certain beats the 

alternative.  

 Our livestock eat a completely vegetarian diet with no animal by-products. Cattle in our 

organic program are grass-fed. Hogs and poultry in our organic program are fed a grain 

diet that includes corn, soy, barley, and flax that are free from GMOs.  

 Our animals are never given hormones or artificial growth promotants. They grow at their 

natural rate.  

 All of our products are made with natural and organic ingredients. If you aren’t familiar 

with a particular ingredient, email us and we’ll tell you what it is.  

 Our products are all minimally processed, allowing for a wholesome texture and taste.  

 Our products never contain artificial nitrates or nitrites. Instead, we use celery juice and 

sea salt to preserve our products the natural and old fashioned way.  

 Our deli meat, hot dogs, burgers, and bacon are gluten and casein free.  

 Our products are made from natural and organic whole muscle meat. Yes, even our hot 

dogs! No mystery here.  
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Our Company 
Mission: Changing the Meat We Eat! 

Guiding Principles: Taste, Truth, Trust
 • Taste – Strive to make the best tasting products with no shortcuts and only 
  natural ingredients 
 • Truth – Conduct our farming practices with integrity and treat our animals
   and land with respect
 • Trust – Tell all of our story, provide transparency into our industry and to 
  our consumers

With a network of over 700 family farms, Applegate is the pioneer in producing 
full lines of humanely raised Natural Meat and Organic Meat products. 

Our Products & Category Presence 

Our Consumers
 • Less Price Sensitive – will pay a premium for great tasting, high quality 
  products 
 • Claim Savvy – educated about food claims and seek out “clean ingredients 
  on product packaging 
 • Socially Conscious – concerned about the source of their food and how 
  it was raised 

The #1-Selling Brand in the Natural Meat Category
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Animals never administered antibiotics x x
Animals never administered growth hormones x x
Animals fed 100% vegetarian diet - never fed  x x
animal by-products  
Animals fed 100% organic vegetarian diet - never x 
fed animal by-products; feed is free of synthetic
fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides  
Animals are given plenty of room to engage in  x x 
natural behavioral practices     

 
No Nitrates or Nitrites added x x        x
No Artificial Ingredients x x        x  
No Fillers x x        x   
    x x 
       x
Animals are Humanely Raised according to   x x
sustainable agricultural practices         
Manure Management - composting of dry manure,  x x
no lagoons      
Farms located in geographically diverse areas to  x x
reduce risk of spreading disease
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Our Claims 
 • NEVER EVER ANY: fillers, antibiotics, growth hormones, added nitrites or 
  nitrates, artificial ingredients or preservatives, or animal by-products
 • ALL of our meats are gluten and casein free
 
What Does Organic Mean? 
 • Organic food is produced by farmers who emphasize renewable resources 
  and conservation to enhance environmental quality for future generations
 • Organic Meat products come from animals that consume organic vegetarian 
  Feed produced without pesticides, synthetic fertilizers, irradiation or 
  genetically modified organisms (GMO’s)

What’s the Difference between Natural Meat and Organic Meat?  
 • Currently, the USDA’s definition for “natural” meat products does not include 
  standards for how animals are raised  
 • Meat labeled as “natural” can come from animals that are fed grocery waste, 
  animal by-products, antibiotics or hormones  

At Applegate, we have the same standards for both our Natural and Organic 
products. The only difference is the animals in our organic program are fed 
Certified Organic grain or grass.
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