


“It’s an excellent �sh, very versatile in the way that it handles various

cooking techniques,” says Max Harvey, who buys �sh for Jasper White.

“It’s very appealing to the white-tablecloth restaurants.” He adds that

“the other nice thing about it is, because it’s

farm-raised, it’s available year-round, and

not many wild �sh are nowadays.”

Australis is gradually – and carefully –

raising the barramundi’s pro�le. The

company’s ultimate goal is to establish in

America the same proletarian appeal that

the barramundi enjoys in Australia, where

it functions as the white�sh of choice in

everything from the �nest restaurants to

the funkiest �sh houses. (Order �sh and

chips in Sydney, and barramundi is what

you’ll get.) In October, Australis sent its

�rst shipment of barramundi to Europe.

Outside the Perth facility, construction is

underway for a new building with eight

more tanks. The cutting edge is where you

�nd it. It’s not always in obvious places. It’s

not always in laboratories, surrounded by

the muted thrumming of sophisticated machines. It doesn’t always turn

up where you think it should. Often, it appears where people decide to

look for it. If you’re dedicated enough, you can �nd the cutting edge in

the Antipodes and raise it in the

mountains. Out here, with the light on the

rivers going �at and sharp, the cutting

edge is swimming around in tanks, a

world away from its home, and the leaves

are all beginning to turn, and it’s almost

winter again in Turners Falls – which

means it’s nearly summer in the Northern

Territory of Australia, where the

�shermen are going out in the warmth of

the morning.
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“It’s an excellent �sh,
very versatile in the

way it handles various
cooking techniques.

Because it’s farm
raised, it’s available
year-round, and not
many wild �sh are

nowadays.”
—Max Harvey 

Seafood Buyer for Jasper White

Lemon Butter Barramundi— One of Australis’ recipes designed to appeal to home cooks.
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